SUMMARY Male homosexual behaviour is not simply either "active" or "passive", since penileanal, mouth-penile, and hand-anal sexual contact is usual for both partners, and mouth-anal contact is not infrequent. A simplified method for recording sexual behaviour-a "sexual behaviour record (SBR)"-can be of value in determining the sites to be investigated and as a basis for further epidemiological questioning.
Introduction
The male homosexual is very likely to contract most of the sexually transmitted diseases, including gonorrhoea, chlamydial infections, a number of viral conditions-for example, condylomata acuminata and herpes simplex-and especially syphilis, which he may acquire during the diverse techniques of sexual intercourse. From Although routine visual examination of the mouth, anus, and rectum will detect clinically obvious conditions like syphilis, condylomata acuminata, and the sores of herpes simplex, this is not true of rectal gonorrhoea, which is frequently asymptomatic, and of oral gonorrhoea, which is normally so. The routine investigation of male homosexuals for gonorrhoea should, therefore, include the culture of samples from the penis, anus, and mouth, but this is a time-consuming procedure under busy clinic conditions. While it may be desirable to test these three sites in all male homosexuals at least once, sampling can be confined subsequently to those sites which the patient admits have been exposed to infection.
SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR RECORD
It has been, and still is, common practice to record male homosexual behaviour as "active" or "passive", although many male homosexuals alternate these roles with different partners or play a double role with the same partner. Because of this a "sexual behaviour record (SBR)" has been devised ( The method may be unnecessarily elaborate for non-promiscuous male homosexuals, and its modification for female patients, although suitable for the very promiscuous, is not so for the majority who admit to only one contact during the given period. Some speculation still surrounds the specific mechanism of inoculation of the virus of hepatitis B among homosexuals. Likewise it has been suggested that the anal manifestations of granuloma inguinale result from self-inoculation of the area traumatised during sodomy or related practices with the organism, which was carried in the patient's bowel. 4 This has also been postulated for condylomata acuminata5 and may apply to genital amoebiasis. It is also probable that anal chancres frequently invade the site of pre-existing traumatic fissures. Apart from the trauma produced by the act of sodomy itself and from fingernails in hand-anal contact, a wide range of foreign bodies-inserted into the rectum for sexual stimulation and gratification-have caused serious trauma.2 An extreme example is the human fist favoured by some more elderly experienced homosexuals under the influence of drugs.6 MALE EXTERNAL GENITALIA Possible trauma to the ano-rectal region, the penis, or adjacent areas can be caused by the various penile adornments or prostheses used by some homosexuals who are influenced by sex magazines or catalogues (particularly those describing "leatherware") with a sado-masochistic bias. Examples include (fig 1): (1) the so-called "cock and ball" rings7; (2) the more traumatic "spiky cock ring"; (3) the "boilermaker" (two "cock" and one "ball" ring); (4) the "tenderiser"; (5) the "gates of hell" (in ground plan) showing its four leather straps and press studs; and (6) the same, with its added "slave lead".
Recently a homosexual male nurse well experienced in the contraction of sexually transmitted diseases presented an unusual appearance on routine examination for venereal disease (fig 2) . The protrusion from his urethra proved to be a stainlesssteel ring (the "Prince Albert"), which entered the terminal urethra to emerge adjacent to the frenum. The ring was removable like an earring and had a small perforated steel ball, which slid to and fro within its small compass of motion along the external portion. The patient, who had chosen this item from a catalogue, had had his urethra pierced under local anaesthetic by a doctor in Amsterdam at a cost of £15 (approx US $35 or DM62).
An advertisement in a male-orientated pornographic magazine obtained in Hamburg (West Germany) illustrated the following, which have not been seen in sex shops in London: (1) a ring through a nipple ("Brustwarze"); (2) a rod with ballpoint ends laterally through the glans penis ("Ampallang"); (3) a ring through the prepuce ("Vorhaut"); (4) a ring through the perineum ("Guiche"); (5) a rod with ballpoint ends vertically through the glans penis ("Apadravya"); and (6) 
